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Confined Spaces Guide 
 
It is the responsibility of every occupant, owner, tenant, contractor, employee & visitor and ALL users of 
this complex to ensure they take all reasonably practical steps to ensure both their own health and 
safety, and the health and safety of others at this complex. 

 

The following guide has been established for the benefit of all users of this facility and complex. Should 
any part of this guide conflict with the policies of a statutory authority and/or the scheme by-laws the 
latter shall prevail. 

 

It is the responsibility of lot owners, letting agents/building managers to make their guests or occupants, 
as well as occupants of holiday/short term lettings of their unit, aware of this guide.  
 

General 
All persons working within confined spaces do so at their own risk and sole responsibility. The body 
corporate accepts no liability for the injury, death or loss associated with working within confined spaces.  
 

Purpose 

To establish the standard for site safety for all owners, tenants, staff, contractors, agents and/or visitors 
entering and/or working in confined spaces controlled by this complex.  

Scope 

Confined spaces can be defined as an enclosed or partially enclosed space that:  
(a)  is not intended or designed primarily as a place of work, and 

(b)  is at atmospheric pressure while persons are in it, and 

(c)  may have an atmosphere with potentially harmful contaminants, an unsafe level of 
oxygen or stored substances that may cause engulfment, and 

(d)  may (but need not) have restricted means of entry and exit. 

 

Examples of Confined Spaces 
Examples of confined spaces are as follows:  
 

(a)  storage tanks, tank cars, process vessels, boilers, pressure vessels, silos and other 
tank-like compartments, 
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(b)  open-topped spaces such as pits or degreasers, 

(c)  pipes, sewers, shafts, ducts and similar structures, 

 

Safety Guidelines 
1. No person to enter a confined space or carry out any work if:  

(a)  there is a risk to the health and safety of a person entering, occupying or working on the 
surface of the confined space, or 

(b)  there is a risk of fire or explosion, 

2. No person to enter a confined space unless all potentially hazardous services that are normally 
connected to the confined space are isolated or otherwise controlled so as to prevent:  

(a)  the introduction of any materials, contaminants, agents or conditions that may be harmful to a 
person occupying the confined space, or 

(b)  the activation or energising in any way of equipment or services that may pose a risk to the health 
or safety of a person inside the confined space. 

3. Ensure that a confined space is cleared of all contaminants by use of a suitable purging agent by which 
contaminants are removed from a confined space before any persons enter the confined space. 

4. Ensure that pure oxygen or a gas mixture in a concentration of more than 21% of oxygen 
by volume is not used for the purging or ventilation of a confined space. 

5. Ensure that no person enters a confined space unless:  

(a)  the confined space contains a safe oxygen level, and 

(b)  any atmospheric contaminants in the confined space are reduced below the 
appropriate exposure standards as per the legislation.  

(c)  the confined space is free from extremes of temperature, and 

(d)  the concentration of any flammable contaminant in the atmosphere of the 
confined space is below 5% of its LOWER EXPLOSIVE LIMIT. 

6. Ensure that, if a concentration of flammable contaminant in the atmosphere of a confined 
space is found to be more than 5% of its LOWER EXPLOSIVE LIMIT and less than 10% 
of its LOWER EXPLOSIVE LIMIT, all persons leave the confined space unless a continuous 
monitoring, suitably calibrated flammable contaminant detector is used in the confined 
space at all times while persons are present in it. 

7. Ensure that, if a concentration of flammable contaminant in the atmosphere of a confined 
space is found to be 10% of its LOWER EXPLOSIVE LIMIT or more, all persons leave the 
confined space. 
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8. If a safe oxygen level cannot be provided or atmospheric contaminants cannot be reduced 
to safe levels in a confined space, persons may enter the space if equipped with suitable 
personal protective equipment including air supplied respiratory protective equipment. 

9. If an atmospheric contaminant is present in a confined space, or a confined space contains 
less than 19.5% oxygen, then warning signs must be provided. 

10. Must ensure that no person enters or works in or on a confined space unless authorised 
by an entry permit provided by the person responsible for direct control of the works. 

(2)  An entry permit must:  

(a)  be in writing, and 

(b)  identify the confined space, and 

(c)  clearly describe the work to be carried out in or on the confined space, and 

(d)  set out risk control measures to be taken, and 

(e)  record the names of all persons who may enter or work in or on the confined 
space, and 

(f)  record the dates and times when the persons may enter or be in or on the 
confined space to carry out the work. 

11. Ensure that the persons who are to carry out the work are informed of and comply with 
the requirements of the entry permit. 

13. Ensure that, before authorisation is given for the confined space to be returned to 
service, the person in direct control of the work in the confined space acknowledges, in 
writing, that:  

(a)  the work in or on the confined space has been completed, and 

(b)  all persons involved in the carrying out of the work have left the confined space. 

14. Ensure that the person in direct control of the work provides one or more stand-by 
persons outside a confined space when any person is inside the confined space. A 
stand-by person means a competent person who:  

(a)  is assigned to remain on the outside of, and in close proximity to, the confined space, 
and 

(b)  is capable of being in continuous communication with and, if practicable, able 
to observe persons inside the confined space, and 

(c)  is capable of operating monitoring equipment used to ensure safety during entry 
to and work in the confined space, and 
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(d)  is capable of initiating emergency procedures (including rescue procedures), if 
necessary. 

15. The person in direct control of the work in the confined space ensure that emergency 
equipment (including rescue and first aid equipment) appropriate for the particular 
circumstances in which the persons are inside the space is provided. 

16. The person in direct control of the work in the confined space must ensure that 
emergency procedures are planned, established and rehearsed in relation to the 
presence of persons in a confined space. 

17. Ensure that:  

(a)  openings for entry to and egress from a confined space are of adequate size to permit 
the rescue of all persons who may be in the space, and 

(b)  openings are not obstructed by fittings or equipment that could impede the 
rescue of persons or, alternatively, if this cannot be done, that another suitable 
means of rescue is provided. 

18. Ensure that appropriate signs are displayed and protective barriers are erected 
to prevent the entry into a confined space of persons who are not authorised by 
an entry permit referred to previously.  

19. The person in direct control of the work in the confined space An employer must 
ensure that appropriate atmospheric testing and monitoring is carried out if a 
confined space has or may:  

(a)  become contaminated with an atmospheric contaminant, or 

(b)  become contaminated with a flammable contaminant, or 

(c)  have an oxygen level that is not a safe oxygen level. 

20. The person in direct control of the work in the confined space must provide training for 
all persons who are required to work in or on a confined space in all relevant activities 
relating to entering and working in or on the confined space.  

 

Age & Health Restrictions  

Guide restricts: 

1. Children under 16 years old from entering site confined spaces.  

2. Persons under the influence of alcohol or drugs entering site confined spaces.  

3. The entering of site confined spaces by any person with a known or suspected physical injury 
that may impact their safety. 
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Supervision of Children 

Guide prohibits: 

1. Parents or other in charge of children leaving them unsupervised around site confined spaces 
(even for a second). 

2. Depending on others to supervise children under their care around site confined spaces. 

 

 


